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COSYMPOSIUM "CULTURE OF AMA AND LABOR EMVIRONMENT”[]

A study on Ama on the decline from the point of the diving science and gender and propose the way of their

future
Shigetoshi Yamamoto! and Kazuko Yamamoto?
I Junior College of Aichi University, ? Aichi University.
Jpn. J. Marit. Activity 3(Suppl): 18-24, 2015.
[ Abstract]

I have researched on AMA, the professional female skin divers in Japan, from the perspective of diving science
and gender equality to seek ways to revive this declining culture with 2000 years of history.

Throughout 4-year fieldworks in Mie prefecture, we studied their diving methods, physical abilities, life styles
and gender roles. One of major achievements is that it was proved that AMA’s hearing difficulties was caused by
their traditional earplugs based on comparisons with the professional SCUBA divers who spent the same or more
hours under deep water without earplugs.

Key Words : woman's work, traditional fishing by skin diving, maritime industry in good harmony with nature, extinction
crisis

Corresponding author: Shigetoshi Yamamoto, e-mail : rumajimama@gmail.com
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